Etiquette Differences Between Chinese and Japanese

Dr. Wen Tong Chen (Fukuzumi Lab.)
GCOE Post Doc. Researcher

Japan is a nation of etiquette. China has a
five-thousand-year history. Both Japanese and
Chinese share similar culture in many ways,
although they have some etiquette differences.
What are the etiquette differences between
Japanese and Chinese?

The most impressive thing for me in Japan is the
bow, which can be frequently found anywhere
among Japanese. The bow always happens
whenever Japanese meet each other or say
good-bye. People may not only bow just one time
during this process, but in general, several times.
Chinese people, however, usually just shake hands
in similar occasions.

In Japan, teachers, doctors, elders, supervisors
or someone special can be titled by an exalted
word ‘sensei’ , whether the person is male or

female. However, this word in China can only be

used to title an adult male, no
matter what kind of position the

!

person has. Note however,

several decades ago a Chinese
female teacher could also be
called ‘sensei’.

Japanese like cherry blossoms very much but
dislike water lilies. However, Chinese favor water
lilies very much because they believe the water lily
is clean and noble.

Both Chinese and Japanese like drinking tea. It is
welcome to discuss ‘Sa Do’ with Japanese. Most
Chinese drink tea with a big teacup while Japanese
with a pretty small one. Therefore, when a Chinese
person comes to Japan, they will think it is not
enough to satisfy their thirst by using such a small
teacup.

Chinese cigarette smokers are used to sharing
their cigarettes with other people, but such a
behavior can be hardly found among Japanese
cigarette smokers because they truly believe
tobacco does harm to people’s health.
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