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Communication is a Bridge for Cultural Exchanges

(Prof. Kazushi Mashima Llab:)

Throughout history, Indo-Japanese relations have always
been strong and pleasant via many cultural exchanges.
Cultural exchanges between India and Japan emerged from
the 6" century AD (538AD) when Buddhism was introduced
to Japan. In recent years, India and Japan have many
differences in their culture, tradition and lifestyle, though
India and Japan are located in the same continent (Asian),
but on two different geographical region of the globe.
Nevertheless, both countries might have some similarities in
certain aspects.

To discuss briefly about culture, Japan is a country of
diverse customs and culture. The culture of Japan has
evolved from the countries’ prehistoric Jomon period to
contemporary Japan. On the other hand; it is one of the most
technologically advanced countries in the world. The
combination of tradition and modernity makes it so unique,
which provided Japan a wonderful position and appeals many
tourists and people across the world. Many traditional cultural
activities in Japan are highly interesting and truly amusing
such as Japanese language, painting, sports, clothing and
cuisines etc. Among them traditional Japanese dress Kimono
has distinctive features and this dress worn by Japanese
people in their traditional occasions such as in wedding,
Japanese festivals, tea ceremony etc. India also has a vast
tradition and culture, which dates back to the Indus valley
civilization. The Indian culture
has been evolved through ages
and has been influenced by
many other cultures resulting in
amalgamation of cultures and
that makes India as multicultural
society. A common example
between Japanese and Indian
people can be outlined briefly:
almost everyone is aware that
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the Japanese way of greeting is “bowing” and it is unique and
integral part of Japanese etiquette. On the other side,
“Namaste or Namaskar” is a common spoken greeting or
salutation in the Indian subcontinent. Both Japanese bowing
and Indian Namaste are very similar and are important
expressions to show deep respect to the opposite person.

In research and education, Japan is one of the advanced
countries for world class cutting-edge research and
education system. The facilities and infrastructure in
research, particularly in Osaka University is enormous. This
provides an abundant capacity and advantages to run a
research project efficiently; and at the same time it also
provides an effective ground for learning instrumental
techniques. For these bases, many Indian scholars prefer
Japan and strive to get an opportunity to carry out their
education and research. Many Indian Institutes such as IISc,
IIT and IISER are recognized as top institute in India for
research and education and they have strong communication
with many Japanese Universities for research collaboration
and exchange programs, this can also be said as one kind of
culture. One unique difference can be pointed out that the
Japanese research scholars are relatively hard worker,
adequately trained and have more experiences in research
than Indians. This is one of the rationales that the education
system in Japan is so nicely and effectively organized that
one student can start his/her research career from
undergraduate level.

The society of Japan is highly organized and controlled;
environment is quite green and safe that makes life in Japan
easier and faster. However, Japan and India cannot be
compared in any sense as they are entirely different in all
aspects. One can come across differences in all walks of life.
Although India and Japan are far apart, there are some
similarities also. For example, both Indians and Japanese
give much importance to their family.
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