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A cliché is a phrase that has lost its originality through over-use. In chemistry, one of the most stereotyped clichés is the word
"novel", meaning "new". How many times have you picked up a journal and seen the phrase "a novel synthesis of..." or heard

at a conference "a novel compound"? Many times, | am sure. Too many times! In many contexts, the word could be replaced

by "new": since "new" is both a shorter word than "novel", and more common, it makes the writing easier to understand. In

most other contexts, especially in the titles of papers, it should be omitted altogether. After all, if you try to publish a paper in a
journal, and your work isn't new, you are unlikely to be accepted for publication in the first place —research results are almost

always new, by definition.
However, the word "novel" does have one technical definition that might make it seem like a good word to use. In patent law,

"novelty" ("being 'novel') is one of the most important considerations in deciding whether an invention can be patented: if an
invention isn't new, you can't get a patent for it. So by saying a compound is "novel" you can sound like you are using the word as
it is used in patent law. However, this is a trap. Patent law has its own special rules about what makes something new or not, and
it takes the Patent Office a long time to make that decision about every patent application. For a researcher to make the claim that
something is novel, in the patent-law sense, sounds like they are claiming to be a patent examiner. It not only sounds
presumptuous, but it also goes against good scientific practice. The law may have to decide one way or another is something is
new or not, but a careful scientist should only say something is "new, as far as | know". And "a new synthesis, or at least, new, as

far as | know" doesn't work well as a title for a paper...
And on a lighter note... /\_k(

Puns ("plays on words") are some of the worst jokes in any language.
English is no exception—can you understand these ones taken from news headlines?

m Stolen painting found by tree.
B Kids make nutritious snacks.
HmPoliceman helps dog bite victim.
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