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fPee™®) Andona lighter note...
A language teacher is teaching in class. "In English, two negatives make a positive, but in some other
languages, two negatives still make a negative. But nowhere do two positives never make a negative." One
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The word "until" often causes confusion. Most people can understand that when they have to finish a report before Friday,
Thursday is their last chance to finish it, whereas if they have until Friday to do it, they can hand it in on Friday. "Until" is used
to show the limit of an action; whereas before is used to show one thing occurs prior to another thing. Japanese speakers of
English frequently say things like "We have to do it until 7 o'clock”. This is OK if "it" is a continuous thing, like "work on our

project”, but is wrong if "it" is a discrete thing, such as "our project". In this case, one should say "We have to do it before 7
o'clock". Therefore one can never say "We have to finish until 7 o'clock". Either you finish before, or at 7, but never "until".

student interrupts with "Yeah, yeah", and the whole class starts laughing.

Don't understand what is funny? "Yeah, yeah" (and "yeah, right", both with the second word being in
lower tone than the first) are expressions used to mean "l don't believe you".
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